
ages & stages of play
Snug Play is a versatile play product that allows children of different age groups to be 

engaged and participating in developmental play. Each age group will interact with the product 
entirely different than another, which means not only a new experience each time the children play 
with Snug, but a new type of play each year as they progress through childhood. 

The chart below explains how children can use Snug Play to further develop skill sets in the 5 
major learning categories.

This modular playground system works well for children in a wide range of ages. It is 
open ended and abstract, leading children to play at the level of development they fall 
within and challenge themselves to progress to new levels. As children develop and grow, 
their play advances and Snug Play can be appropriate at each level. Younger children (2-4) 
participate more on a physical level. They are learning how their bodies work by climbing, 
jumping and strengthening their core. 

As children become older (4-7) imagination and pretend play emerge. It is during 
this period that storylines are acted out. They learn how to contribute and interact with 
others. Children who are ages 8-12 are continually testing the limits. They are learning how 
they can control and effect their environment and how others participate and change the 
dynamics of play. Children who have disabilities also follow these developmental levels, but 
they may not coincide with their chronological ages. Additionally, certain types of special 
needs hinder children’s abilities to progress through these developmental levels. One 
example of this is children who fall within the Autism spectrum disorders have difficulty with 
abstract play. This includes imagination and pretend play.
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